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. Celebration

By Dr. Gerald B, Ghmweh

@n Mngust 2, 1942, Dr. Daryl
Parker and ths first group of Ci-
vilian Fublic Service men armived
in Casteflar to eateblish a hospi-
tal and other conmmnity programs
in-this underdeveloped vale
ley in the mountains of wastern
Puerte Rice. 4s well as the Coxm
munity developments in Community

a bread medical program. The hos~
cles and vulnerability to fire and
muricane, hes continued to funce
tion in the same wooden barracke
type buildings,

To occmmemorate the Fifteenth
Anndversary of the projectfs pro~
gram in Castafler; & one-day cele-
bration was held on Sunday, August
Lth. The celebration afforded e~
cellent publicity for the coming
ieland-wide fund-raising campaign
for a modern fire-proof and hurrs-

cane-proof hospital.

Sometime in May, sn interview
with Luis Muffor Marin, Governor of
Puerto Rice, was obtained by Rev.
Eugene G. Carper, former Adwini.
strative Director, and Or, Marvin

dnell, Medical Direotor, in which
an invitation was made to the Gov.
ernor to sttend our PFifteenth ine
rversery Celebration and he sce-
cepted. He was undovbtadly the
greatest singls publicity-drawing
attraction at the celebration,

PREPARATIONS

The Bretiven Service Comedssmion
& the Amnusl Conference of the
Church of the Brethren appointed
D, Barl 8e G&rvar, Dean of Msne
ohester College and member of the
Bretiren Service Commission, as of-
ficial representative to the Fif.
teenth Anniversary Celebration,
Ir. Deryl Parker, first phyadician
and  Adwinistrative Director at
Castaffer, was also contacted by
mail from Castafler and, though it
appeered st first that he would be
unabls to oceme, he finally was
&ble to do se. Dr. W. Harold Row
was unsble to attend because of
previous commitments in .
Official greetinga from the Brethe
ren Service Conmission were re-
ceived in writing from Ir. Row.
The progrem was then tentatively
estsblished. Mr. José Barcels, Mo~
yor of Adjuntae, was particularly
helpful to us concerning publicity



for the Amiversary Celebration,
Probably little wowld have been
accomplished in thiz 1line without
his help. He was instrumental in
shtaining an interview with & Rem~
ber of the staff of % Mumdo® the
largest daily aEyspaper on the ia-
mwzith 3&'- B&rﬂﬂ.ﬁ m m'e m‘
vin Snell present, It was a result
of this imberview that a Ty ex-
tensive and favorahle feature was
cbtained in the Satwrday  Supple-
ment on August 3, This ineluded a
1l front page photograph of Car-
olyn Resgler, one of owr nurses,
holding a newhorn baby, in addi-~
tion o two full pagas of pletures
and & feature article sbout the
hoepital. Mr. Barceld did most of
the contacting of "Imparcial®, tha
other largs newspaper, as
levision pro-
he was responsibls for obe
taining the marching uniformed My
nicipal Band of Ponce for the day;
he arranged for the presence of
the Poneoe Fire Deparimert, which
was cancelled at the last minute;
and he made a number of other gifta
to the project for the celebration.
in sdditdon, he made mmerous trips
Castafier to personsl-
¥ look in on preparations,

The Publicity Comwdttse carried
out & program of invitations and
noticss in conjunction with the
Decoration Comittee. In the come
mndty of Castefler, two large bane
ners smpowncing the progran  were
stretched above the roed and atthe
borpital, 4 iist was mads
up for invitations whioh included
people both in Puerto Rico and in
the United States. Three to four

hundred pecple were izoludad in
this list, over two hundped of them
from Pasrto Rico. HMany high offi-
cials in the govermment of Pusrto
Rico, as well as friends throughout
the island, were invited, I:i the
week preceding the oslebration;
the program had its fingl addie
tions and was mimeographed in Spen-
ish and distributed throughout this
ares and passed out agsin on the
day of the celebration %o 21l of
those who attended,

Various subcommitiess had bean
established here on the pro jeot fue
the carrying out of the various ag-
pects of the celebration. Theas
included Program, Publieity, Pood,
Desorating, Guided Tours, Physiecal

& and Clsan-Up,
dition to members of the o jeot
taking part 4in thie preparation,
there were many people in the com=
minity who contributed a great dsal
of time and affort to the Successz
of the pregram. In the Food Comie
mittes, there were meny members of
the community involwed, both in the

of “he wreparation of the roast
pigs and did an exosllent Job in
thie, We were also very fortumate
in baving the superintendent of
achools in Lares offer us the uge
of the Second Unit School for S
ing the dinner, which was mueh
larger and much superior than the
Community Center wowld have been,
Not only did he offer the use of
the sohool, but he offered us froe
school lunch pere
&8 well as ths bulldiogs
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and grounds persomsl of the pube
1lic schools here in Castafier, This
proved invalusable in completing
preparations for the dimer,

The parsde was one of the big
events of the day and this was or-
ganized by Jerry Davis and Julio
Several organizations in
the commmnity entered a float and
many other organisations had groups
marching in the parsde. 4 total
of some twenty different groupa
were thus represented., The parade
wRs organized here at the hospital,
beginning here and continuing to
the Commmity Center,

It cammot be too strongly em-
phasized that the help of Mr., Bar-
celd and the help of many other
members in this community was in-
valuable and the program would
never have been achieved as it was
without this aseistance,

CELEBRAT TON

The public was invited to at-
tend the church of their choice in
the morning, At 11830, the parade
was to begin from the hospital.
Organization of <the parade was
slightly behind schedule and, just
a8 it was finglly ready to descend
the narrow road from the hospital,
the way was blocked by the arrival
of the Governor's car and those of

other top government officials who -

arrived some twenty minutes before
they had been expected. There was
& general confusion at this point,
particularly in the minds of those
who were responsible for carrying
out the day‘s PrOgram. However,

the Governor was then ushered to
the balcony of the Cesa Orands ade

Jacent to the hospital, from which

he reviewed the parsde as it fine
ally moved down the hill after the
government cars were cleared from
the road. By this time;, a large
orowd of people had gathered, both
to see the parade begin and be-
cause the Governor was in this a-
rea. Then & number of project mem-

~bers, the Governoy Mr. Barcel$ and

& large crowd of people Joined the
parade walking. Appreximately half
way Yo the Community Center, it was
decided that the Governor had
walked far enough, ®o he and the
other accompanying members of the.
project stepped to the side of the
road and permitted the rest of the
pandotopaasandthenmmgadto‘
locate & car to return to the hos-
pital where a tour had been ar-
ranged. The Governor, accompanied
by Dr. Snell, Dr. Church and Tom
Dolbxthenmdeatourthrouzhan
departments of the hoepital and he
soemed quite imterested in the
various aspects of the medieal
works In the hospital s the prese
tock a mmber of pletures of the

Governor talking with patients,

The members of the Castafier
Commmity Committee had been ag-
sembled in the c¢lass room of the
hospital for an interview with the
Governor to discuss wvarious COomi=
runity problems. This was an exe
cellent discussion with some vital
problems of the commnity present-
ed to him directly and toward which
he seemed to be quite favorably
disposed. The press and several
mayors wers also present at this



meeting. The problem of the water
supply Sa this area was partiou-
larly disoussed and it was fortun-
ate that the head of the water au-
thority in Puertc Rico was present
and, with the Governor questioning
him on the peint, he gave a defin-
1te commitment for the new water
system to be installed in this a.
rea in eight months, Following
this discussion with the Community
Committes, which lasted approxi-
mately thirty minutes, the Governor
then wet with Dr, Farl Garver and
other members of the project in
the hospital court yard, Follow-
ing this, a special dinner for in-
vited guests was held st the pabe
lie school. Several hundred pecple
attended this cafteris gtyle din=-
her, The other evertbeing car-
ried out all during this time was
the softball game between Adjuntas
and Castafler, which eventually
ended in & tie,

Following the dinner, the Gover-
nor then proceeded to the Commune
ity Center, stopping erroute for a
tour of the new Small Industries
Center, where the ceramics project
here in Castafier was featured, The
Governor, being an amateur ceramist

s Beemed eapecislly inter-
ested in this aspect of the work.
He then proceeded to the Community
Center ares where a platform had
been built alongside the bagietball
court. Here the program ceremony
was carried ouvt as outlined below.
Although a little late in starting

]
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Doctor and Nurse, we need you here in Castafler,

§

b

the program proceeded in g very
fine manner. Jerry Davis was ex-
cellent ag Master of Ceremonies
and each of the speskers did an
excellent job, José Bercelé pre
sented three separste gifts to Dr.
Parker in the name of the pecple
of this area and the city of Ade
Juntas. A rare white orchid was
given to Mras. Garver and the Gove
arnor was presented with two gifts
from the Small Industries work, one
of them being seversl ceramic fige
urines made by Ivan Mendes.

Following the program, which
ended at approximately 3230, the
various institutions of the come-
munity beld open house, A mmber
of guided tours were led by pro-
jeet personnel. We were exceeding-
1y fortunste in that it did not
rain until the last minute or two
of the formal ceremony in the af-
ternoon., It had threatened rain
from 2:00 ofclock on, but miracue
lously held off wuntil the Ceremony
wag completed,

The cooperation of all oo ject
personnel and friends in %he com~
munity and others in Puerte Rice
was exrcellent and the celebration
proceeded well in almost every de-
tail and should be considersd s
very definite success, It is hoped
that this will be of tremendous
value to the project in carrying
out the proposed program for the
years ahead,

] ]
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Contact Elgin now,
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I want to take this opportunity
to tell that, in all democratic
govermment based on service to the
publis, my government has alweys
made an effort to do what is exw
pected of it in the Puerto Rican
struggle to solve the big problems

‘we still have,
The true struggle in Puerto Rico

is not that one -
political party is .
against the other; [
those are natural %

democratic mrocess,
It is rather the

problems that ef-
fect them,

The strugglehas
tc be one of eco-
nomic associationg
one in which the
productive capac-
ity of each man
will be changed
more efficiently
every day so that
there will ' be
greater sbundance,

Psople are com-
passionate, Case

tefler is a place wheie you find
affection, wheré work is based on
& great moral ideal and this has
been an influence so that the com~
munity of Castafler can be an exam~
ple for the people of Puerto Rico.

HMagnificent work has been done
here because of the spirit with
which the project was begun., This
is the way that great
and good things are
done. Service that
is dons for the good
bears a religious
spirit, Each leader
of the commnity
who feels he works
with his whole heart -
to better the cone-
ditions of his fel-~
‘low countrymen has
] a raligious motiva-

I give +thanks
to the projest in
the name of all
Puerto Rico for this
seed of light and
spirit which you
have brought to the
island,

(Above are excerpts
of Muflon's speech.)



Ae members of the Christian
fellowshlp iIncrease their undere
standing of the meaning and impli-
cations of Christian love, and as
they develop such a love for their
fellowmen in ¢their cwmn minds and
hearts, they are motivated by an
inner compulsion to help those who
are lese fortunate than themselves,
As expressed in Chapter 25 of Mat-

- thew, they serve their Lord through

their ministry to the hungry, the
sick and ths naked,

The Brethren Service Commission
is the institutional creation of a
specific chureh, the Church of the
Brethren, to provide a tangible
outlet for the members of this
group, and any others who may wish
to cooperate, to give expression
to their love and concern for a1l
of mankind. - Theclogically speak=
ing, T believe the Christian is ime-

~ pelled to render Christian Service

not as a means of achlgving grace,
but a8 & menifestation and preof
of his receipt of the gift of
grace,

The most easily understood, and
sometimes the most easily schieved
part of the Brethren Service pro-
gram consists of activities di-
rected toward the relief of human
need, whether the need for relief

DR EARL S. GARVER |

(Below ars exeerptes of the
speech given by Dr. Garver,) ;

said:

be caused By wa.r; patural disaster,
poverty, slckness, or socizl, po-
litieal or economic injustice.

However, the Brethren Service
Commission 1s also interested in
the removal of the causes whish
give rise %0 a need for human re-
lief and in the rehabilitation of
individuale and sooiety. Thess ef-
forte inwvelve a mmber of other

program emphases,

The Brethren Service philosophy
might be briefly described as a
philosophy of being ™my brotherts
keeper and my brother's brother®,
The conoept of being my brotherte
kesper involves a situation of one
who is more fortunate and ope who
is lsse fortunate, The more fore
tute shares with or through ane
other manifestation of Christian
love, end aide his lesz forturate
brether. Uufortunately, it some-
times happens that the one who is
more fortunate likes to remain in
the superior position and to have
his brother permanently dependent
upon him; he likes to be the dis-
penser of alms, and to have his
brother in a position of continue
ally owlng him thanks and grati-
tude for the charity which is be-
ing dispensed. A perpetual exis-
tence of such a state of affairs
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of both the more fortunste and the

- w —
=

‘ean hardly be good for either the

giver or remsiver of aid.

The concept of being my Sreth-
erts brother involwes the necessi-

- by that I work myself out of the

 ."keeper® position through the re~
~babilitation of my brother. Brothe ,

~iess furtunate.

Although it wowld be tog mugh
to hope that the members of tha
staff in the Costafier Brethges
Service Froject or the peopis af

 the Castafier cosmmnity have alwess

erhood attains its optimum possi-

bilities only when all are ina
position to participste as squale
in the family fellowship. This
concept thug requires (1) that the
more fartunate person be willing
to help the leas fortunate brother
achisve a position of equality in
the fellowship, but also (2) that
the less fortunate be willing <o
accept the responsibility for hie
om sufficiensy in the fellowship
of squal participation. It usual-
1y takes less effort to continue
68 & recoiver of alms than toc mas-
ter one's enviromment and overcome
one's misfortunes. Yhe achievement
of the ideal fellowship of broth-
ers would, therefore, seem to re-
quire heroic efforts on the part

N

'DR. DARYL

Honorsbls QGovernor, wisitors p
and friendss

So5

Fifteen jyears age,
Cast affer with the members of the
first Brethren Service Project un=
it and now I would like to bring
their greetings, I am glad to be
again with many friends who used

&

7
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achisved, or will achieve; a pape

feot demonstration of the philgsow

phy hereln set forth, it is my mine
care bellef that they are dessrve
ing of highest commendation for
the way they have worked COOpera-
tively in the service project beve,
The people of Castafler are deserve-
ing of our highest praise for the
way they have moved forward in as~ -

sming an Increasingly-responeible

share in the s _
end emecubtion of the commmity
health and development project, It .
is our hope and prayer that the
excellent work started and devel-
oped hers during the paat fifteen
years will continue and e
and that the twenty-fifth armiver-
sary of the project will find a,
completely indigencus control and,
too, totel support of the progran,

PR o D
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reeted:
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to work with ue and helped us to

establish a hoopital snd & COmpMN -
1ty center here in Castafler,

We want to congratulate you for
the progress of the community and
wWe wish you to have success in the
future. Thark you,

B S
" g e e

B




If we close our eyes for & mome
ment and try to think of the tasks
ani constant fatigue of those years
before FRRA was established hers,
we will see days of extreme neces-
gity. of pain and anguish, of sor-

row and misery; living in poorly-|

construsted and uncomfortable hous-
es that ocould not protect us from
rain and cold, where the oracks on
the floor were covered not only by
the feet of the inhabitants, but
also with their Leads when, at
night, after twelve long howrs of
exhaustible work, reclined
to &leep. Houses blackened with
firewood and the ever-pressnt
kitten warming himself on the ashe
@3 of the hearth.

In the year 1936 the Puerto Hi-
can Reconstruction Administration
began the construction of this
village. The big farm of Los Réb-
. ancs was passing away. Through a
good agricultursl plan, this com-
munily was changed. into one of the
best agriculturel zones. The an~
guished countrymen were awaking
from the nightmare of the chains
to enter into the dream of justice
and 1%%‘337@

On Monday, very early in the
morning, September 1, 1939, came
to us the news <that Cermsn troops

they were sick or not,

. ophy of

-stated:

were marching agsinst the French
lands, as if they wanted to con-
quer something they had loel while
here, we were making ourselves
ready for the conquest of some-
thing we had not had,

Three years later in 1942, each
one of our countrymen had a come
fortatile house with a few acres of
land, When they were sick or in-
disposed, they stayed at home with
thelir wives and children. The old
days were passed when they had to
pick the harvests of the rich peo=-
ple under torrential rains whether
because
they were under the yoke of the
waalthy people who did not permit
them even to look at the hours of

the day.

In that same year, 1942, one of
the many evangelical churches of
the United States, the Chureh of
the Brethren, based on the philos=
the words of Jesus...If
your friend is hungry, feed himg
love your enemies, pray for those
who persecute and offend you; re-
turn good for evil...orgenized pac-
ifigt groups that refused to take
arms to kill. It was a separate
group ready to go where it was
necessary, but with the noble pur~
pose of construction and npever
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with the unfortunate wmission of
destruction.

Thelr arrival here was a bless-

ing. They found that our country-

men were living in the greatest
spirdtual ignorance; that imeges
and superstition were their reli-
glon. There were still many sick
people as a consequence of the
past years and ,because this group
of objectors was made up of doctors
and missionaries, the combinstion
was very favorsble., The community
had made some progress, but the
medicine for the body and Christ's
evangalism for the soul were still
missing. Observing the country-
men's hard way of life, descending
hills and climbing mountains, car-
rying their gick in hasmocks, pass-
ing through dark woods to carry
thelr siok before "medicasters®,
the objectors wundertock the tesk
of going house to house in order
to fight against sicknesa, Some-
times they rode a horse; other
times they went by foot,

The first hospitsl was esteb-
lished under the wise guldsnce of
Do Daryl M. Parker. Also, during
this time, the Commnity Center
program was begun,

When the war was over in 1945,
many of the objectors returned to
their bowes, but the Erethren Serv-
ice Commiseion continuad the same
progrem with new plans, It was in
19&? thﬂt m'c Hmr L' BWkﬂ be‘
came the Medical Director of the
Brethren Bervice Project and later
wag asked to bo the Administrative
Director of the project. During
this time, land was purchacad for
the construction of = hospital and

9

for an agricultural experimental
farm; the Brethren Academy and al-
80 a Church of the Brethren were
egtablished.,

On September 6, 195L, Rev. Eu-
gene Carper came to Castafier as
Administrative Director of the
preject. Dr, Harcld Leppink was
Director of the medical program
at this time. Due to the work of
these two men, the Castafier Commune
ity Committee was organized in a
general assembly. From them, we
recelved the advice and coopera=
tion required to bagin a new chape
ter in the history of Castafler,
With this organization, we have
been able to obtain the greatest
solidarity in all of our existence,

We worked united in order to
accelerate the plans for the con-
struction of & public high school,
which we now have. The
Authority has started the work re-
quired tc supply the commnity
with drinkable water, We have two
pvblic telsphones. A small indus~
try bas been established, which
means anctber economic sourcses
many famlliss, We also hsve lae-
bored unitedly to acquire the land
with the wenilla plant for ths
sonstruction of a new hospital, an
ides that is spariling in our minda

The Brethren Servica Project
bkas been the heart of the commune
ity of Castefler, and we keep it
deep in our hearts. This project
has employed a great number of
Puarto Ricans, supplying thus the
necessities of many familieg; thou=
sands of lives have been saved with
modicines end surgery. This makes
clear the necassity of good rela~



tions and a comnected action with
the Department of Health because
we believe that a real solidarity
between this goverrment ‘organizg-
tion end the Brethren Service Pro-
Ject will solve many health probe
lems in Castafler comsunity.

- The distinetion of this ingti-
tution is noticed also in the con-
stant striving to oconserve g pro=
gram of reoreation, organizing re-
cently, among the members of the
ocmmunity, the Cestafler Recrestion
Council, which haa in function s
new activity program under the di-
rection of & competent athletic
instructor. With earnsstness, the
‘personnel of the Brethren Service
Project comtributes also with new
ideas and advice to the improve-
ment of the Credit and Consumer's
Cooperatives,

There are &till other reasons
that ehow the necessity of keeping
the members of the project with ue
and wish them all Ikinds of bless-
_ings for doing smong us what other
people have not boen able to do.

Today, the Brethran Service Pro-
Ject celebrates its Fifteenth An-
niversary -~ fifteen long years of
Christian work.

It bas been possible for all of
us working together to obtain these
things so wvaluable for our commune
ity, thanks to the efforts and the
excellent administration of ouwr
government, in its ardent desire of
improving our countrymen, Also,
with the constant efficient and
imparcisl help of the mayor of Ade~

Juntas; Honorable Joaé Barceld,
whom we thank heartily and wish

 God's assistance in his hard work
of finding ths

well-being for
everyone., We also wish to thank
Honorable Luis Santaliz Capestent

A long time ago, we learned
that united, we can work better,

You should notice that the pop-
ulation ineresse has been consid-
erable. This displays the neces-

aity for progress. A significant

improvement of this commnity de-
mands better medical assistance,
which we do not have because of
the lack of facilities for such &
requirement. There is missing a
building for this purpose that is
fire=proof end hurricane-proof and
big enough for a larger mumber of
beds, :

The Castafier Committes Commite
tee labors with enthusiasm to make
real the construction of this hos-
pital and aleo requests from the
government better ways of living
to avoid the exodus of our psople
to larger cities,

Oppozite of my desire, - I have
to finish by pointing out +hat
this wae & lean year for this come
mundty. I am very sure that, this
year, many students shandoned
school due to the leck of olothes
and shoes, water and food, It was
the yeer in which more wives and
children were left alonme because
1t was necessary for the father %o

(Continmed on Pags 20)
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48 soon as I received the ine
vitation for attending the Pifw
teenth Amniversary Celsbration of
Castafier, Adjuntas, I didn‘t hesl-
tate in acocepting.
there on three occasions, one of
them with twenty Latinsmericans of

a dozen diverse nmationalities, .

They saw in the project a very ex-
cellent field of experimentation
in the fundsmental educaticn,

It has surprised me that there
are people in Puerte Rico that do
not know of the work that a grouwp
of workers of the Church of the
Bretiren is doing. It is & social
mission with an absolute humani~
tarian spirdt. Originally, fif-
teen years ago, it was esteblished
there by the f£irst conscientious
objectors that were in the field
of Castaffer to better the sveial,
economic situations of the inhabi-
tants using an old bullding of the
Puertc Rican Reconstruction Asso-
clation as residence aid center of
location,

From the begimning, theass poo=
ple were interested in the breed-
ing of domestic animals, in the
sewing of minor fruits and also
vegetables were planted, Neverthew
leas; thay put more emphasis ontie

TELEVISION

g Civen by Errique L. Laguerre g

I had been.

-smerican students,

| broadcasfed? i

hospital services. As the mayor of
Adjuntas, Mr., Barceld declares,
there was a time, bafore A

had hospitel ssrvises, that Cas-
tafier Hospital gave gerviees to
the slok and needy people of the
whole municipality.

Then, Castafler had a very poor
bospital with patched utilities,
but with & very great spirit of
service, The first time I went
there; I remember that the doctor
was working almost for nothing and
he attended hundreds of patients a
worbh.

Other concarns of the project
were to promote the workmen espece
ially osramics, with typical de~ .
signs of Pusrto Rico, Besides,
they had a great interest simce
the begimning in  education and
they ware the first to impules a
secondary education mroject,

When I was there fowr or five
years ago, with the group of Iatine
they gave us
lodging with breakfast, dinner and
beds only for $§1.50 per person, and
with what pleasure! At night, we
Joined in the old "placis™ and in
the moonlight, we sang songs of all
countries that were represented

11



there,..Puerto Ricq, Chile, Uruguay,

Panama, Haiti m Salvador, Peru,
Ecunador and Row, coming
again to Cl.ataﬂer this time for
the celebration of their Fifteenth
Anniversary, I was going to see how
the original project had pro-
gressed. Omne of the speakers said
that last year was a ysar of pove
erty in Castaffer, which brings a=
bout ad.tuationa that force people
%o go to the States for employment,
We all know how the hurricane,

Santa Clara; has damaged the is-
land, following & drought that
hsbod for more than aix months.
Only those who live in the country
or the rural zones notice the ef=-
fects of those happenings; because
the people in the cities only COllie
plain that nobody works and that
the mroducts of the island are too
high.

Castafier, as other rural com=
munities, was lashed with a whip by
Santz Clara and by the drought.
Neverthelses, how they have pro-
gressed! The secondary school was
glven over to the Department of R~
ucation with all squipment. It has
more than 130 gtudents and; 1last
year, twelve students were gradu-
ated from high school,

I talked with the principal,
Aurelio Pagan, and he preisad the
school and so did Mr, Tirado, Sup-
erintendent of Schools. I noticed
a serene satisfaction in the di-
rectors of Castafier every time thsy
referred to the last year's gradu-
ates,

The workers in ceramics were an
agreeable surprise., The Scoial

- and the first lsborers

Programs Administration's Small
Industries Division of the Departe
mant of Agriculture has taken the
industrdal work center of Castafier
originally founded by the Brethren
in charge. With this, there are
four commnity amall industries
established under the Department
of Agriculture in different parts
of the island. The purpose is to
promote, establish and develop
suall industries in different parts
of the island where the working
man only has opportunity for work
during some saeasons with limited
incomes, Another purpose is to
give the working man opportunities
to better his economic and social
situstions and to utilize many re~
sources of the island which has
not been explored.  After being
organized, each center can give ems
Ployment to 200 persons with the
following educations Industrial
orientation, education for ths
working man, distribution of mate
erial, loening equipment, work for
boms, ete. In the center of Casw
tofler; cersmice has its improtance
ars leayne
ing under the specdalist; Ivan Ar-
nold Mendes, There wes & lovely
exposition of the ceramics pro-
duced st Castaflar. Alwost all hue
man figwrines have been asked for
by commercizl esteblishments et
San Juan. There was an sxhibition

of the ertists at work, which was
2 pleasant sight to sse.
Needlesa to say, Puerto Rico

will be much benefited by the es«
tablislments of the ceramic build-
ings, We are a country without
gicilled workers, while in other
aras, there was an influential mu-
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Jdack of training
There is imsgination; training and

cleus in our society. Furthermere,
it 18 surprising to see how the
‘ceramics stimuli, <the creative
power and dinventions are not noe
ticeable in our country because of
and a market,

stimalus are needed,

industries centers have been G
- tablished to carry on this purpose,

In regard to the other great

purpose of the Castafier Project —e-

hospitalization == the idea of a
big hospital thet will serve the
whole commnity of Adjuntas, Mean-
while, they continue %o serve in
the old barracks of the Puerto Rie
can Reconatruction Administration
with the same enthusiasm as ever,
L remember that, on our last irip

to Castafler some years ago with
the students of Point IV, there

was a doctor with us from Salvador
who was very surprised that they
were able to do so much with aph
a little. From the point of viewdf
fundamental. education, this is nob
improtant, because they give good
services with precaricus means,

The Governor emphasized the
necasaity to work for the spirit,
411 effort in the benefit of al
more material comfort will be made
for the encouragement of spiritual
consequences. For this reason, to
secure a good economy will be a
good means for spiritual stability
so the material eoffort and pro=
gress 1s not the end to the means,
but we need the physical instrue
ments to ' get this spiritusl stae
bility, The work of the men of
Cagtafier is a very good example.

- ate St E
.: i RN

Castafier General
§ Hospital is in

and immediate need
of both DOCTORS and
NURSES. If you are
@& doctor or a murse
please consider this
call Yo do challen~
ging work and help
us to meet the need
that exists here in
Castafier in the med-
ical field. Thanks.

Write to Elginit




August 1957 marks fifteen yesrs
of hard Christian, social and hue-
manitarian work of +the Hrethren
Servics Project in Dbenefit of
health and general welfare tc the
regidents of Castafler practically
in ths heart of our island, '

It was in August of 1942 when
the first representative group of

-the Brethren Service Project, an
-affilisted organization

in the
Chureh of the Brethren, with heade
quarters in Elgin, Illinois, took
charge of the remsins of a PREA
project whose objective was to de-
velop the reconstruction in this
remote aresas of rural Puerts Rico.

The social work dowme by the
Brethren Service Froject, with the
help of the statal government and
the sctlve participstion of ths
commanity of Castafiar, has produced
& notabls change in the living
conditions of the residents of
this section in the last fifteen
years. Extensivs pages could bs
written sbout this extracidinsry
work done ‘through the Brethrsn
Service Project which includes
not only work of social orienta-
tion, but alse the aspect of physiw
cal bealth by the operation of s
hegpital and clinies, schools, Com=

1k

S, Rivers P
munity Center and recently the de-

adverfised: 48

velopment of the Smell Industries.

On this cccasion, however, we
have a different ohjective. Our
purpese is to state to our resders
the plans which this organization
has in respsct to the enlargement
of hospital facilities and medical
treatment in order %o meet the
needs of the spproximately 20,000
people who live in Cestafier Vellay.

When the governor and the gove
ermment officisis of Puerte Rico
viglt Castafier tomorrow, dufing ths
sotivities of the celsbration of
the Fifteenth Anniversary for the
work of the Brethren Service Pro-
Jeet in this commumity, %they will
realize that one of the principle
vescons for the construction of &
bocpital is thet the masdical cars
of the actual Castafier Hospitel is
diffiicult and wnecomfortable.

o

This problem, in eddition %o
other important omss, has forcad
the promoters of thisz magnificent
work to sscwre a new place for the
new hospita)l that will be cone
structed in Castafier,

Dr. Marvin Snell, the Medical
HMrector of the Castafiar General




T et 3

Hospital, explained to E1 Mundo the

.Plan for the facilities of the new
hospital, :

The new structure that will be
reinforced conerete, will have a
maximom cspacity of 35 beds. Tts

location will be in the central a-.

rea of the community. This area
was selected by the Castafier Com-
munity Commdttee s &n organization
formed by local citizens which
have been cooperating very much in
the projects of social rehabilits.
tion done by the Brethren Service
PrOkct’o

Dr. Snmell mentioned that it was
through the Castafier Cormmunity Com-
mittee that the project bought an
area of ten acres where the new
hospital, schools, Commnity Center
and houses for doctors 3 hursea and
school teachers will be constructe
ed. In order to start the new hose

pital bullding, the Brethren Serve
lce Commission is godng to stert a

public campaign. The purpose of
this campaign ie to get 1/3 of the

total cost of the hospital, as 2/3

will come from federal funds by
virtue of the HilleBurton law. The
cost will be $450,000. The plans
are being prepared by Architect
Bob Pope. The actual structures of
the Castafier General Hospital are
the barrack-type buildings, which
are very inconvenient for the scrve.
ices rendered there and give very
little protection in case of by
ricane, When Santa Clars hit the
island last year, it was rEcessary
Yo move ail the patients to a safe
pl&ceo

The medical service given in

this institution covers practical-
1y a1l thet general medicine pro-
vices, Some of these services are
represented in an operating room,
maternity room, nursery, ‘
gency room,
¢scope, a pharmacy, :
dental office and orientsation in
Public Health, There are thousands
of patients that have received care
in one way or the other by the med~
ical persornel of this institu-
tion. Many times, patients are
brought to the hospital in hame
mocks, -

The Castafler General Hospital
has two doctors, Dr. Marvin Snell
end Dr, Gerald Churchy four regis=

tered murses, ‘Ofelia Rodriguez de

Velesz, who is supervisor,
Ressler;, Louise Spall
Forbes, Public Health Murse;a labe
oratory technieian, John Forbes; a

pharmacist, Felix Lizasuain Oute

Patient Department supervisor s Bre
nesto Ddaz; Fondo Insurance, Vice
tor Fernandini and a group of fife
teen Puerto Rican aides and order=
lies,

We have amphasized here the
medical service
Brethren Service Project offers
in Castafier; omitting the other

social services that this project =

18 rendering. We believe that the
Puertc Rican communitly, ard sspec-
ially Castafier; should continue its

- effort and contribution for the

better health of our citigens, It
is our hope +that scon the struce
ture for the new hospital will be-
come a reality, .
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Twenty-two years ago, as a fed-
eral official, I played a small
part in the establishment of the
Cagtafier and La Plata rural resete
tlement projects which the federal
govermment could not manage effec-
tively because of cumbersome gov-
erment regulations, and which are
now managed by the DFRrethren Serve
ice Commission and the Mennonites
respectively. Recently I was priv-
. 1ldged to attend celebrations of

the Fifteenth Anmiversary of the
Brethren sdvent at Castafier. It
was an inspiring occasion, which
proved, on the one hand, the Breth-
ren's dedication to the ideal of
Service, and on the other, the need
for closs cooperation between such
bodies and the equally dedicated
Commormvealth government,

Castafior is located in ths wes-
tern coffee-mountains, and by any
standerd, that region is stinl
Puerto Rico's most "stricken”, Hme
ployment; such as it is,is sssson-
al. San Juan's efforts to benafit
coffee as a crop help the landowne
ers more than their workers, In-
dustrialization, as conceived by
Fomento and confined to Fomento's
rules of procedure effective as it
has been elsewhsrs, 1ia hamstrung
by transportation difficultiss and

lagk of the right kind of menpower,
Vacation time, whem the school
lunches stop, has been described
tc me as the time of starvation fr
many childien. In many ways, gove
ermuental efforts, understandably
and even necessarily circumscribed
by island regulations and interw
departmental rivalries, are less
effective in that region than agy-
where else in Puerto Rico., lear-
1y, this is a land that calls for
new approach that Mufloz mentioned
in his last message to the legis-
lature, for the establishment of o

onal unified, coordinated gove

progyam,

In that situation, the Brethren,
hampered by lack of money but not
by a plethora of bureaucratic reg-
ulationg; are playing an outstand-
ing role. Their work in the Cas-
tafier Hospital has long attracted
professional admiration and pro-
found local gratitude. I write
here about their present imsging-
tive efforts towards economic ime
provement. i

An Indian agronomist at <the
mearby agriculiural  experiment
station introduced a raspberry
from India that is said to be su-
periar to any known in the States.
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© the nearby vnused hillsides,

" ‘the idea of

* Nobody patd much sttemion to it

until <ths Bretiwen said thst you
can't use it wntil you grow it, and
planted hundreds of the shrubs on
Now
and especially because the time

 for plcking raspberriss follows
- that for picking ecoffee,

they
dream, talk, and experiment around
selling the beryies
fresh in a fruit.hungry mariet s as

well as caming and exporting them

The region, endowed with magnif-
icent scenery and climate, well-
suited for the recreational pro=
grams that Fomento is diecussing,
is also one of fine fruit, But no
established camner will open a
plant there under present condi-
tions of agriculture s transporta-
tion, and manpower. The ploneering
must be done by a small, determined
group like the Brethren who, with
some, bubt little, help from the
govermment, are now actively ex-
perimenting with twming mangoes,
ginger, cintron and almonds o
West Indian Chutney, oranges into

West Indisn mountain marmalade,

- other things 4into other things,

They hsve many problems ahead, of
quality control, lack of capitol,
packaging, and adequate marketing,
but they are working on them step
by step, as they go, and they will
not lose thelr jobs, or be exposed
to derdsion if their efforts f£ail
in the end through circumestances
beyord thelr control.

411 of us know about the shorte
comings of govermment procedure,
All of us can point to projects
and areas in which the Common-
wealth Covermment, despite its no-
table overall success, has failed
dismally, The pioneering being
dene by the Castafler Brethren
speaks eloquently for the need of
ever-closer cooperation betwsen
various govermment sagencies and
such. groups of dedicated workers
who are motivated by dreams of
service rather than of govermment
kudos or individusl wealth.

From ISLAND TIMES, August 16, 1957
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The ceramic program in. _
Cagtafler was begun with
govermmant help a few
| . months ago. .Tt wae une
. der government operae
tion for a short time,
but is now privately op-
erated by Mr. Thomas
Dolby and Mr. Iwvan Men=-
des of the project.

The picture was taken

the day of the celebra-
tion, The demonstra-
tions given by the work-
ors wersa of interest to
averyone.
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I guess it's been a real busy
spring and summer for all of ue,
Seems 1ike 31l we have done since
our last visit is tell people good-
by. The only nice thing that I can
see sbout saying good-by is the
tremendous get-togethers and meals
that we have before somecne leaves
Thie June, when soc many left at
one time, we went all out and had
barbegued chicken with all the
trismings, which wes really a deli-
cious treat. Everyone took part in
a program and it was one of the
most enjoyable evenings we have
had for some time,

The first carload to leavs,
this June weekend, was Dan and
Becky Clayton and tiny four-week
old Rindy., After two years of serv-
ice, they returned to their home
in Virginia. We have heard from
them and everything seems ¢o be
going well with them, We miss Dan
with his keen Imowledge of fixing
any and everything and the school
house seems kind of empty without
Backy,

The smecord carload to leave
was Ernest and Iva Snell, better
known as Orandpa and Grandma Snell

to everyone around these parts,
They retwned to their home in
LaVerne, California and, from all
reporte, are very busy., We cere
tainly miss Grandpa in the maine
tensnce department and Grandma with
her guick helping hand to those in
need before she was ever asked,

The third carload te go was our
sdministrator and family, Rev. and
Mre. Bugene G. Carper and their
three daughters, Domna, Dena and
Dana., After a brief wisit with
relatives in Pemnsylvanis, Rev.
Carper planned to further his edu=-
cation at Boston University School
of Theology. We wish them the very
best in their new endeavors and,
most certalnly, they are being
misged, aince our new administra-
tor, . Mr. Ralph Townsend, and his
famdly won't arrive until sometime
in October.

We thought a great deal about
these folks as we planned and pre-
pared for our 15th Anniversary
Celebration for many of the dreams
worked on so hard by some of them
seemed to suddenly open up and bew
gin to become realities about this
tims.

The last carload to the pro-
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Ject brought & visitor-worker,
Dorathy Spitser from Dayton, Wire
ginia, who was & grest deal of help
to us in more than one way. We all
became attached 4o Dot and hated
To see her lsave, She will ba
teaching this winter at Falls
Church, Virginia,

In July, another visitor-worker
arrived whew we all 8N joyed] we 85w
pacislly the 1ittle folks, Miss
Theress Clingempeel arrived by
publico, after a mmber of QXpEr -
iences, to teach the upnit member g
pre-schoal age children. We wers
all amazed %o ses the progress of
these children and were delighted
by a presentation of *Biily Coat
Gruff* by these children, This was
given at a farewell party for Rev.
and ¥rs, Ignecio Rivers and their
famdly, who moved to Ensenada ,
Puerto Rico. Rev. Rivera is the
former pastor of the Chwreh of the
Brethren in Castader.

By the way, Haighbor, have wyou
had a chance to visit our ceramic
shop? I guess muybe you haventi
for I know you have been avery bit
as busy as we have, but one of the

» things thet has happened
for this project is that, at long
last in July, Ivan Mendes, with nis
artistic wind, heart and hands,
from Antigus, British West Indies,
arrived at the project to work in
our ceramics progrem. It is a2 real
thrill to look over his work, for
eech figweine he makes has its own
story to tell., Wo enjoy Ivan, not
only for his artistie ability, but
for all of the good humor he
shares with us,

Golly, MNeighbor, it's been &
long time since we visited., Letfe
go inside whare 1t's warm and draw
up & chalr and & bowl of pop corn
while I Dbriog you up o dste on
things through August, Septamber,
Dctober and November,

Barly one morning at L:00 AM in
Avgust, we all got mp for coffee
with the Jerry Davises and waved a
sad good«by to an unusuel young
couple who spent five years hers
in the community and 1sf% much eve
idence of their work of love for
other pecple here. Some of their
hopes and dreams were materialized
while they were still here, but we
who remain ses things bloasoming
out yet from the seeds of their
efforts.

September was vacation time for
Jim Tomlongon, whe went back home ’
in Goshen, Indiana, for a short vi-
sit and swalination with his BVS
group at Cemp Meck. T alsc was
home for & few deys and spent some
time trying to reeruit murses for
our hospital. T ssw a few of you
and enjoyed our visits very much,

October =~ at loag last, cur new
director and fanily stepped off
tha plane in San Juan snd heeded
for Costafior where we all swaited
them with weloome erms, halph anc
Hildved's family has grown cone
siderably frem four to thirty! As
their weloome party, we 31l loaded
in the truck and off we went to
Cat Island for the day. We had a
real chance to get scouainted, We
have ail had & ochance to taste
soms of Mildredfs baked goods and,
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to us, the oniy wesl géod word e
dsacribe them iz YUM,

Oh, yes, we got all dressed wp
for the Hallowe'en Farty and had
a real good time. Our pumpkin
ples were calsbass and our cider
wag limeade = the limes were
picked fresh off the trees.

That brings us up to November.
We Just finished saying good-by
to a young nurse who wes s real
spark plug not only 40 the medi-
cal department, but to  the pro-
Ject as well. Given any Job
Carclyn "Susaie" Ressler would put
all she had into it, She will be
missed not only by us, but by the
Puerto Rican psople as well, for
her cheerfulness was contagious,
Since she left; owr medicsl de~
partment has been hitting on two
eylinders as far as nurses are
concerned - go 1f you know of any-
ons who has a desire to sprve
drop ug a line, '

(Continued from Pege 10)

go to Chicago or New York in semrch
of a jobe TYou axre the best sye-
witnesses of what T have just said.

Hevertheless, we are what we
are by profound convictions, and
we will maintain ourselves firm

-\

The day before “Susaie® left,
our project wes glad for the ar-
rival of Arlene Coy from Dayton,
Chieo and Esther Petersime from
Getbysburg, OChioc. Arlene is our
new wnit echool teacher who will
teach Rod, Karen, Phillip and Mele
vin Townsend and Ivy Church, We
know they are thrilled te haveas
teacher to keep them up with thair
friedds in the States. EBsther
wWill become tressurer after the de-
parture of Janet Royer at the dloss
of her term of service. We are
very glad to have these girls with
ug,

Gee, Neighbor, look what time &
ias, If we don't break up this gab
scasion pretty soon, it will be
Christmes and besides, the pop
corn is &ll gone, Bs loocking fore
ward to seeing you in the spring.
Just wish I could ssnd you soms of
these beautify peinsettias, !

Adios, smigos.

-:- .%,.. ..;..

b

and united before the shrine of
ow ideals. OQur supreme idesl ie
liberty and we have poasessed it
for a long time. What we need now
are better waye of living to make
Cagtafler & model community and to
enjoy that liberty +that mads ue
free.

be Wb
R e )

COME TO PUERTO RICC AS 4 VISITOR-WORKER, If you wish to have informa-
tion, please write to the Brethren Service Commission, lgin, Illincis,
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The Brethren Service Project is in IMMEDIATE NEED of

some NURSES & DOCTORS

We have openings for THREE mmses IMMEDIATELY and, in
May, our two doctors'! tarms end. We have no defmite
leads on this much needed persoomel. NW is the op=
portunity for you to give two, three, or more ysars of
your life in service, If you are a doctor or a murse,
or if you know 2 doctor or nurse who may have +the
slightest interest, please notify the Brethren Service
Commission at: 22 Scuth Stats Street, Elgin, Tilinois.
! 2 It N OWiH]

PASTORS, notify your laymen and laywomen and maske them
aware of this need.

LAYMEN and IAYWOMEN, notify your friends.
PLEASE CONSIDER THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IMMEDIATELY)
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